Drug safety profile of darbepoetin alfa for anemia of chronic kidney disease.
Anemia of chronic kidney disease due to deficiency of erythropoietin is common and has clinical consequences. Erythropoiesis stimulating agents including darbepoetin alfa (DA) are effective in correcting anemia. DA is generally well tolerated and has side effect profile similar to recombinant human erythropoietin. It has a long half-life permitting infrequent dosing. DA has been tested extensively in preclinical and clinical studies and significant experience has accumulated in clinical practice. Global safety profile of DA must consider recent data indicating worse survival, poor cardiovascular outcomes and thrombotic risks of targeting near normal hemoglobin levels and administering high doses of erythropoiesis stimulating agents. Strategies to achieve and maintain a reasonable, individualized target hemoglobin level with minimal variations in hemoglobin level are needed.